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Squm‘ei Cage

‘. ‘ By DOUGLASS WELCHK

| AGOOD DAY to you all, and particularly,
to American lady spies abroad. What I'

' mean is, we hope they remember to be 1adies
at all times. This is a season for rewarding:
spies. A Russmn television program recently:
P plorified the exploits of Col:

Rudolph I. Abel and dxsclosed
that he had been decorated
for spying in the United
Y States. Our. government, not
‘to be outdone, then disclosedi!
&7 that we have grantcd the CIA
M medal to Francis Gary
Powers who came down while
spying  OVER Russia. Thcn
Russia named a street aften,

. DMr. Wclch
‘that I can't Imagine. But -the significant
thirig about this succession of incidents, L7
think, is that neither country has yet scen
[ Zit to reward a lady spy. The truth is we-
Juse our.lady spies until they become old and "

and how we are going to top

without pensions, in their threadbare finery,’
| into a world for which there is no longer|
any, use for their talents. All they have s,
their memories, oh, boy, oh, boy, oh, boy'—.

rlqtch on to some passing notable instead o_t

| |betraying him. ‘

*x % {
i A woman glves us the best years of
“her life catching her death of cold in
i low-cut evening gowns in drafty Euro-
.. pean pnrllorq, drinking champagne until
' her liver furns to stone, pushing DBallan
. diplomats out of train compartiment win-
" dows Into tunncls uniil sho hay muscles
- 'liko o blacksmith, Then we call her in
" ‘and tell her that she has tell-tale wrinkles
“Ant tho corners of her eyes, that her waist
_is ‘no longer tiny, and that the hands
; "that -once stroked a sultan's brow are
;‘,‘ no longer lovely as a schoolgirl's,
i . * * *
f “We can't use youQ any more, Desde-
‘nmona,” says her CIA chief. “Here are a few
¢ addresses up in Darien, Conn., where I am
told you can apply for houscwork it youl
ican cook, wash, make beds, dust, care for,
'chxldxen -and mow the lawn.” And our faded,!

Richard .Sorge, another spy,.

-gray and fat and then we turn them out .

l'and the occasxonal regret that they didn't:”

. of one of America’s’ top spies, lovely Desde:; —~™ |
{mona Larkin, sitting in an immigrant car m| :

{which was barcly enough to get her ‘nto!

" But down the hall” somcbody s namlng,' R
a Western mountain after a MAN spy who' - ‘"
served less time, made fewer discoverics and I
wasn't once called upon in the line of duty.- ‘
'to kiss a man with a beard. o

k kK | -,.15
A prominent former British spy, Col. 7 L.
T, M. Dravus-Ilolt, who I am Just now :§ . - |-
.making up out of whole cloth —tweed, ! '
actually—says in hls memoirs “It Takes ;1 ~ -
Ono to Know One” that the Uniiced States )
has notoriously treated Ifs Iady spics »

" shabbily.
Amecrican _lady spies Invariably were to . -
be found in the day. coachics and second- 'Y

7 class ‘ears’ mstcnd of in {he luxurious ] . .
first-class Toom. cars, and they subsisted <t~ ./ -
on box lunchcs, he says, instead of the | -~ |-
sumptuous fare in the dining car. '

— 'vn--v*', l
“I shall never forget,” he said, “or T shan't] [ " '
goon forget—let's see now, what was I going] |
to say? Oh, yes, I shan't forget the snght B

3

'!N-m-r..-v e g 4 B

a nine-ycar-old ball gown, nibbling on a salami’
and a yard long loaf of bread, while the~
rest of us were cating fatted calf in the diner. | ]

I understand Desdemona is now retired and1 B S L :

doing housework somewhere in Connecticut.”

The colonel remembers that Dcsdemvmaf ' B
wasg traveling on a per dlem of $12 a “uy,{ -

the Y.W.C.A. and mecant that she had to]
lforego Junch unless she'came upon a fellows
ispy with a more gencrous allowance end
'nothing better to do at the moment than
feed her. “The only time she lived well,” the
jcoloncl says, “was when she could pick up
summer work on the side and become a
|double agent filling in for sples who were

On tho oid Orient Lxpress:f - . |

sone-time glamoréus Amerlcan’ lady spYy, th
tcmst of the Orient Express, "Thank
‘a heap, Charlle, I'll keep my{CIA

'duct discharge ‘framed over,my bed In.m;

Sanmerd:amwmved For Releas}’é.”."ﬁAﬁBIg’%kﬁ ff'601

od-cone-

élon thelr holidays. I remember one summer
Slshe was spying on Israel for Amerlca, on
| America for Israel, and on the No, 2 com-
1pany in the.carsental field for the No.
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